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are in the region.

Much of the growth is attributed to maquilas, U.S.-owned factories just south of the
border. Several U.S. auto makers use Mexican laborers to produce components
which are then shipped to U.S. factories for final assembly.

Currently, 1-69 starts along the Canadian border at Port Huron, Mich. and runs south
to Indianapolis.
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Planners propose extending it from Indianapolis to Evansuville, Ind., through
Kentucky to Memphis, Tenn., then along the Arkansas-Mississippi line to
Shreveport, La. From there it would go on to Houston and South Texas to the
Mexican border.

There are two proposed routes through South Texas.

One would expand existing U.S. Highway 77, which hugs the Gulf Coast to Corpus
Christi, before heading south to the border. The other would go take a more
westward route before heading south from San Antonio to McAllen along U.S. 281.

Border crossing ports from Laredo to Brownsville handle 49 percent of all U.S. truck-
borne trade with Mexico. Crossing ports in Michigan, meanwhile, handle 47 percent
of U.S. truck-borne trade with Canada.

Planners say the project could be completed as early as 2012.

Emilio Santos, president of the McAllen-based Association of Importers & Exporters
of Texas, said the project would at long last put the Valley on the map for
international business.

"1-69 places the Valley not only in Texas but on a national map, an international
map," he said. "We are now recognized as an area that commercial traffic and
business traffic is a part of."
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